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The  Apple  Tree  Tent  Caterpillar 

The  apple  tree  tent  caterpillars  (Malacosoma  (imcricana)  at  times 
become  numerous  enough  to  completely  defoliate  shade  and  orchard 
trees.  The  "tents"  or  nests  are  formed  at  the  crotch  of  limbs  and  are 
quite  characteristic  of  the  species.  The  species  undergoes  periodic 
fluctuations,  destructive  outbreaks  occurring  for  a  period  of  three  to 
four  years  followed  by  a  longer  period  in  which  it  is  not  present  in 
any  great  numbers.  Wild  cherry,  apple  and  plum  are  favorite  food 
plants. 

The  wdnter  is  spent  in  the  egg  stage,  which  hatch  at  about  the  time 
the  first  buds  open.  These  egg  masses  are  found  on  the  smaller  limbs 
forming  a  mass  which  nearly  or  completely  encircles  the  limb.  The 
eggs  are  elongate,  thimble  shaped  bodies,  about  1/25  inch  long,  and 
are  set  on  end  in  tlie  gluey  egg  ma.ss.  The  mass  contains  from  300  to 
400  eggs. 

The  larvae  "worms"  are  social,  and  all  those  hatching  from  an  egg- 
cluster  remain  together  and  later  form  their  silken  nest  or  "tent." 
This  "tent"  is  added  to  from  day  to  day  as  the  larvae  increase  in  size. 
The  larvae  remain  in  the  nest  during  storms  and  the  warmer  part  of 
the  day,  going  out  in  the  early  morning  and  evening  to  feed.  The  full 
grown  larvae  are  about  two  inches  long.  They  leave  the  trees  before 
pupating,  choosing  some  sheltered  place  for  transformation  to  this 
inactive  stage.  The  cocoons  are  made  of  closely  woven  white  silk. 
This  silk  is  given  a  yellow  color  by  a  yellow  substance  said  to  resemble 
starch.  They  are  oval  in  shape  and  are  held  in  place  by  a  few  irregular 
coarse  threads.  The  moths  emerge  from  the  cocoon,  in  Pennsylvania, 
about  tlie  second  or  third  week  of  June;  and  the  eggs  are  laid  soon 
after,  which  do  not  hatch  until  the  following  spring. 

Control:  Tlie  apple  tree  tent  caterpillar  is  held  in  cheek  by  a  long 
list  of  natural  enemies.  These  enemies  account  for  the  year  in  which 
the  insect  is  rarely  noticed.  A  reduction  of  the  tent  caterpillar  results 
in  a  reduction  of  natural  enemies.  This  condition  in  turn  gives  the 
tent  caterpillar  a  chance  to  increase  until  again  checked  by  an  increase 
of  natural  enemies. 

Control:  In  orchards  which  are  well  sprayed  with  arsenate  of  lead 
for  the  control  of  codling  moth  and  curcu'lio,  tent  caterpillars  are 
rarely  troublesome.  On  trees  which  are  not  regularly  sprayed,  a  care- 
ful watch  should  be  kept  for  the  egg  masses.  These  should  be  removed 
and  burned.  Tlie  nests  are  easily  destroyed  by  wiping  out  with  the 
hands.  This  should  be  done  wdien  the  caterpillars  are  in  the  nest,  which 
is  usually  on  cool  wet  days.  Burning  out  the  nest  may  result  in  much 
damage  to  the  tree,  hence  is  not  recommended.  As  has  been  said 
wild  cherry  is  a  favorite  food  plant  and  when  growing  as  a  weed  they 
should  be  cut  down  since  such  trees  serve  as  centers  of  infestation. 
To  protect  trees  with  a  spray  use  arsenate  of  lead  one  and  one-half 
pounds  to  fifty  gallons  of  water.  Or  a  dust  composed  of  fifteen  pounds 
of  arsenate  of  lead  and  eighty-five  poinids  of  hydrated  lime  may  be 
used.    Apply  as  soon  as  the  tents  are  noticed. 


